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Broad range of science-policy themes

Long track record and well-established partnerships

Need for coordination

Common threads of knowledge management, earth observation, 
geospatial

Follow-up “stock-take” 2018

Establishment of a JRC Africa Task Force

New JRC project – “Africa Platform”

JRC Flagship Report on Africa 2017



The story so far



The story so far

1980’s 2019

Copernicus hotspot land cover change explorer
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Global surface water explorer



The story so far

Global Human Settlement Layer



The story so far

Soil atlas of africa



The story so far

Real time news
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Platform prototype



Thematic web GIS tools



Country dashboard



Platform Goals

Position JRC as a leading knowledge broker on Africa, supporting common policy 
priorities of both the EU and the AU

Improve efficiency of delivery of data and knowledge on Africa, through a single-
entry point at EC level

Enhance connections between JRC Units working on Africa and enlarge and 
strengthen our African partnerships



Platform Scope

• All-Africa 

• Initial Focus on Geospatial and Earth Observation 
• Adding an Africa Narrative to Existing Data and knowledge 
• AUC-JRC liaison?

• Showcase the JRC Knowledge Management principles in action, with an Africa focus 
• Re-Use of existing data and tools, and emphasizing integration 
• Signposting to JRC Africa projects and tools

• Addressing knowledge needs of DG’s and EEAS 
• Careful evaluation of related external initiatives such as ESA’s EO4Africa, Digital Earth 

Africa, ESRI Africa GeoPortal, UN World Environment Situation Room etc and possible 
linkages to be explored.

• Externally facing, with additional intranet


