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Refugees Benefits
• Improved infrastructure (security)

• Economic development

https://www.unhcr.org/rw/livelihoods-2

https://www.unhcr.org/rw/livelihoods-2


Research Context
• Policy change: in-kind food supply 

to cash

• Potential to create camp-based 
business - surplus cash to create 
businesses



From this….. ……to this



Field Research Activity
1. Baseline: economic and spatial 
business conditions last in-kind 
system (Kigeme)

2. Investigate: business conditions 
camp on a cash-for-food 
(Mugombwa)





Kigeme

Mugombwa



Prior - Rwanda 
Humanitarian Mapping
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Humanitarian Mapping



Field Data Collection





Select Results





Market Conditions in 
Kigeme

Correlation 
between:

–Refugee ID 
problem

–Customer 
locations

–Market security
Market conditions of Kigeme

viewed as a decision tree



Spatial 
Economics





Conclusions
• Persistent challenges: 

Identification

• Refugee camp economies >10 km 
radius

–Spatial statistical  significance 

–Refugees travel great distances
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