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Introduction 

All land administration organizations face similar challenges, 
including in Rwanda: 

✓ they need to become less bureaucratic, simpler, cheaper and 
more transparent. 

✓ Design and implementation of traditional approaches is so 
time-consuming that land laws are adapted to provide for 
simpler procedures. 

In this regard, unconventional approaches are urgently needed, 
both conceptual and technological. 

we review recent examples of both in Rwanda case.



Land law and policy in Rwanda

✓Access to land is a fundamental basis for human 
shelter, food production and other economic 
activity, including by businesses and natural 
resource users of all kinds. 

✓Secure rights to land encourage people to invest 
in improved dwellings and the land itself; 

✓ they can also enable people to access public 
services and sources of credit. 

✓Land-related issues in Rwanda are multiple and 
varied.



Reforms

✓ National Land Policy of 2004
✓ Organic Land Law of 2005
✓ Organic law n° 03/2013/ol of16/06/2013 repealing 

organic law n° 08/2005 of 14/07/2005 determining the 
use and management of land in Rwanda

✓ Revised National Land Policy “Efficient Land 
Management for Sustainable Development” June, 2019



Why of the reforms in Rwanda

✓ Land remains a highly complex and contentious issue, 

involving economic, social, political and cultural systems. 

✓ As spelled out in Article 75 of the Habitat Agenda, stating 

that "legal access to land is a strategic prerequisite for 

the provision of adequate shelter for all and the 

development of sustainable human settlements affecting 

both urban and rural areas. 



Why the reforms in Rwanda

✓ The failure to adopt, at all levels, appropriate rural and 
urban land policies and land management practices [ 
Land Administration Information System] remains a 
primary case of inequity and poverty" [UN-Habitat, 
2003], 

✓ there is a strong link between land and poverty.



Data and Repository 

✓Although much data and information are 
available for Rwanda, they are scattered in 
various formats among several ministries, 
local agencies, research institutes and 
universities. 

✓There is no central repository (e. g. Nodes) or 
access point using website (e.g clearinghouse) 
for geographic data for the Rwanda. 



Data and Repository 

This study discusses the design of a Clearinghouse for 
Rwanda . In this research, a preliminary diagnosis of the 
current situation in Rwanda in terms of Land 
Administration Information System (LAIS) activities is 
presented. 
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Data Collection

This analysis is made on the basis of a survey 
using a questionnaire, fieldwork, desk studies, 
literature review and observation carried out in 
different public and private institutions during 
fieldwork in Rwanda .



Digitization of Parcel of Field Maps – Using ArcGIS Parcel digitization 



Digitization of Parcel of Field Maps –
Using ArcGIS Parcel digitization 



Land Tenure Regularisation Support System





Printing leases and Certificates





The Director General of RLMUA, Mrs Espérance
Mukamana said that “In Rwanda the effective land 
administration has supported:

✓ the increase of agricultural production, 

✓promoted investment on land market and 
contributed to poverty reduction in general; 

✓ it has also reduced land related conflicts and 
improved doing business in the country 
consequently improving the country’s ranking on 
the global scale”.



Conclusion and Recommendation 

✓However, there is a need to maintain these 
systems up-to-date in terms of the information 
on parcels, rights and right owners that is 
regularly changing due to transaction on land. 

✓This work provides also possibilities to monitor all 
the datasets within the whole clearinghouse 
system. An approach for the implementation of 
the National Clearinghouse is a priority to avoid 
data duplication.


